Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LISBON 04835 080737Z 
15 

ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SAM-OI AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-06 
FRB-OI INR-07 NSAE-00 RSC-OI TRSE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 
SP-02 CIEP-02 LAB-03 SIL-OI OMB-OI NSC-05 SS-I5 
STR-04 CEA-01 L-02 H-02 PA-02 PRS-OI USIA-I5 TAR-OI 
/lOl W 

033189 

R07I634ZNOV 74 
FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0961 

UNCLAS LISBON 4835 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD 

SUBJ: GOP ELIMINATES CUSTOMS SURTAX 

1. DECREE-LAW 574/74 OF OCT 31, 1974 HAS REVOKED 
ART 4 OF DECREE-LAW 42656 OE NOV 18, 1959 WHICH 

PLACED A 7 PERCENT CUSTOMS SURTAX ON DUTIES (WITH EXCEPTION 
OF SOME SPECIEIED COMMODITIES) WHEN GOODS WERE CARRIED ON 
VESSELS AND AIRCRAET WHICH DIDNOT ENJOY MOST-EAVORED 
NATION STATUS. 

2. THE U.S. AND PORTUGAL'S OTHER MAJOR TRADING PARTNERS 
WERE EXEMPT FROM THIS SURTAX, BUT THE EASTERN EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES AND MANY OTHERS WERE NOT. ACCORDING TO A 
CUSTOMS OFFICIAL, THE SURTAX WAS ABOLISHED TO ELIMINATE 
A DISCRIMINATORY MEASURE AFFECTING THE TRADE OE MANY 
COUNTRIES WHO HAD SIGNED AGREEMENTS WITH PORTUGAL, AND 
WAS NOT AN ACTION OF POLITICAL NATURE. 

3. COMMENT: IT MAY BE MORE THAN COINCIDENCE THAT SURTAX 
WAS ABOLISHED AT A TIME WHEN PORTUGAL IS MAKING EEFORTS TO 
EXPAND TRADE WITH THE EASTERN BLOC. 
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